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Fa. But I have been perfectly careless of it, and have not done the duty of my place; I ought to have inquired into the circumstances of the person myself, and have restrained her.
Eld. SisL I am sorry for her, but I think you reflect on yourself too severely, sir; to be sure you did not know that he was a papist, neither had you any suspicion of it; but she had ; for I put the suspicion into her head, and earnestly pressed her to satisfy herself about it from himself.
Fa. My dear, I have been always too careless in these things: I remember the case of your sister here, and cannot but reflect how, when in a passion I told her it was none of my business, my own heart struck me with reproach; for I knew it was my duty; I wish this poor child had been as strict and as nice in that matter as her sister was; though I took it ill then, I see now she was in the right of it.
Eld. Sist. You afflict yourself, sir, for a case that issued well; and.where, if you were in the wrong, there was no bad consequences: whereas in this case, where the bad consequences have happened, you were no way the cause, 'tis all her own doing.
Fa. But as it is an affliction to me, and that you may be sure it is, Providence seems to show me my sin, by my punishment; I acknowledge I was in. the wrong before, and it is not owing to my prudence or concern that your sister was not ruined: besides, every father that has a due concern for the souls of his children, will certainly inquire narrowly into the principles as well as morals of the persons they match them to.
In a word, their father afflicted himself so much and so long upon this matter, that his two daughters were obliged to drop their concern for their sister, and apply all the skill they had to comfort their
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